
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2009             (ALMOST) ADVENT EDITION*  

                                           

Sacrifices é 

 

On Wednesday, word about short line-ups at the Portage Place 

H1N1 vaccination centre spread quickly. I took an early lunch 

and 47 minutes later I was back in my office with a little round 

band-aid on my left shoulder. As a bonus, I had a catch-up chat 

with an old friend in the recovery room. 

 

As expected, there was a dull ñmuscleò pain in my upper arm 

later on Wednesday. On Thursday morning, my nose started to 

ñrunò. On Thursday afternoon, I started to cough. On Friday, my 

legs and back were ñstiffò. Although I was starting to recover on 

the weekend, I was too ñhotò and too ñcoldò, had limited energy, 

and did little of what I had hoped to do. 

 

Was my ñ96 hour somethingò caused by my H1N1 shot? Was 

the timing a coincidence? I donôt know. I do know Iôd get the 

shot again. Business continuity planning shows the devastating 

impact of having a high percentage of people off work and/or 

needing medical attention. Sometimes we need to risk one step 

back to advance two steps forward. 

 

I get my seasonal flu shot on December 8. 
 

The next edition of ñby George!ò will be in January. Please 

gather your thoughts and submit your articles by the January 

17th deadline. 

                                         

                                        Best of the season. 

 

                                                                                                   Ted Cotton 

 

                                        * The electronic ñby George!ò is distributed before November 

29, so please consider it the ñAlmost Advent Edition.ò 
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The ñby George!ò is  
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The ñby George!ò would   

not be possible without  

the assistance of many 

parishioners. Thanks! 
 
Ted Cotton, Editor 

Home 488 3606 

Work 360 5104 

tedcotton@mts.net 
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MARK YOUR CAL ENDARS WITH THESE UPCOMING DATES  
 

         Within our Parish Church of St. George, Crescentwood:  
 

Day Date Event Time 

Tue December 1, 2009 Corporation Meeting 7:00 PM 

Wed December 2, 2009 Mission & Ministry Pot Luck Meeting 6:00 PM 

Thur

s December 3, 2009 Adult Bible Study "Living The Questions" 9:30 AM 

Sat December 5, 2009 Annual Christmas Dinner  5:00 PM 

Sun December 6, 2009 Quiet Service                 Advent 2 8:30 AM 

    Family Service W/Music  Advent 2   - Children's Homily 10:30 AM 

Mon December 7, 2009 Adult Bible Study "Living The Questions" 7:00 PM 

Tue December 7, 2009 Worship Committee Meeting 7:30 PM 

Wed December 9, 2009 Parish Council Meeting 7:30 PM 

Thur

s December 10, 2009 Adult Bible Study "Living The Questions" 9:30 AM 

Sun December 13, 2009 Quiet Service                 Advent 3 8:30 AM 

    Family Service W/Music  Advent 3 10:30 AM 

Mon December 14, 2009 Adult Bible Study "Living The Questions" 7:00 PM 

Tue December 15, 2009 Membership Committee Meeting 7:30 PM 

Wed December 16, 2009 

Adult Bible Study "Living The Questions" (This Wed Only/Then Back To 

Thur) 9:30 AM 

Sun December 20, 2009 Quiet Service                 Advent 4 8:30 AM 

    Family Service W/Music  Advent 4 10:30 AM 

Sun December 20, 2009 Festival Of Nine Lesson & Carols ***note new time***  7:00 PM 

Mon December 21, 2009 Adult Bible Study "Living The Questions" 7:00 PM 

Thur

s December 24, 2009 Christmas Eve    Pageant 5:00 PM 

    Christmas Eve    Late Service 10:30 PM 

Fri December 25, 2009 Christmas Day  - Eucharist &  Carols 10:30 AM 

Sun December 27, 2009 Quiet Service                                         First Sunday After Christmas 8:30 AM 

    Family Service W/Music                         First Sunday After Christmas 10:30 AM 

Mon December 28, 2009 Building & Parish Office Closed   

Tues  December 29, 2009 To January 3, 2010  -  Parish Office Will Be Closed - Marion On Vacation   

Fri January 1, 2010 New Years Day - Parish Office & Building Closed   

Sun January 3, 2010 Quiet Service                                         Epiphany Of The Lord 8:30 AM 

    Family Service W/Music    Epiphany Of The Lord - Children's Homily 10:30 AM 

Tue January 5, 2010 Corporation Meeting 7:00 PM 

Thur

s January 7, 2010 Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM 

Sun January 10, 2010 Quiet Service                                        Baptism Of The Lord 8:30 AM 

    Family Service W/Music                  Baptism Of The Lord 10:30 AM 

Tue January 12, 2010 Worship Committee Meeting 7:30 PM 
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Wed January 13, 2010 Mission & Ministry  7:00 PM 

Thur

s January 14, 2010 Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM 

Sun January 17, 2010 Quiet Service                               Second Sunday After The Epiphany 8:30 AM 

    Family Service W/Music                Second Sunday After The Epiphany 10:30 AM 

    Deadline For Submissions To "By George!"      

Tue January 19, 2010 Membership Committee Meeting 7:30 PM 

Wed January 20, 2010 Special Budget Meeting Of Parish Council 7:30 PM 

Thur

s January 21, 2010 Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM 

Sun January 24, 2010 Quiet Service                           Third Sunday After The Epiphany 8:30 AM 

    Family Service W/Music            Third Sunday After The Epiphany 10:30 AM 

Wed January 27, 2010 Parish Council Meeting 7:30 PM 

Thur

s January 28, 2010 Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM 

Sun January 31, 2010 Quiet Service                           Fourth Sunday After The Epiphany 8:30 AM 

    Family Service W/Music            Fourth Sunday After The Epiphany 10:30 AM 

  ñby George!ò delivery  

Thur

s February 4, 2010 Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM 

Sun February 7, 2010 Quiet Service                           Fifth Sunday After The Epiphany 8:30 AM 

    Family Service W/Music            Fifth Sunday After The Epiphany 10:30 AM 

Tue February 9, 2010 Worship Committee Meeting 7:30 PM 

Wed February 10, 2010 Mission & Ministry Meeting 7:00 PM 

Thur

s February 11, 2010 Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM 

 

In the Broader Community: 

December 2    Youth Ministry Leadership Workshop ï Pastoral Centre, 622B Tache Ave  

December 16  Anglican Centre Open House 

January 15      Twelfth Night Bishopôs Dinner ï St. Georgeôs (Crescentwood) 

January 27-29 Web Conference with the Archbishop of Canterbury ï St. Johnôs Cathedral 

 

TEA & CLOSET SALE  

                                                                         

A very big thank you to all who worked at the Tea & Closet Sale. Also, to all those who 

attended the Tea & Closet Sale and supported the various tables by purchasing goods. 

This was a successful event; the Tea was well received and the community was very 

appreciative. The outcome of this gathering produced 60 new contacts that will be put on 

our distribution list for upcoming services and events. 

 

We raised $38 from the Teddy Bear raffle that will go to King Edward School programs.  

Left over clothing is being donated to the following outlets:  Salvation Army, Womenôs 

Resource Centre, Spence Street Thrift Shop, Holy Trinity and Thelma Wynne. The Choir 

adds its thanks for the substantial start the clothing sale has given to it 2011 travel fund. 
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YOUR PARISH PRIEST WRITES ... Engaging the Sacred Mission 

 

As we embark on a new year of the Church beginning on the First Sunday of Advent, 

November 29
th
, we once again begin a time of anticipation of the future birth of the 

Prince of Peace into our lives.  Yes, once again, we get ready for the birth of the Sacred 

into the Human.  We become aware, again, of our longing for a world filled with peace 

and joy.  But what does this world of peace and joy actually look like and how do we 

work at helping to create such a world? 

 

Our primate, Archbishop Fred Hiltz (the national leader of our Anglican Church of 

Canada) has asked us to spend some time on discerning how we can engage in Godôs 

Mission and then to begin embarking on new paths to achieve the mission.  And so our 

national church office has created a resource called ñEngaging in Godôs Missionò as a 

means of helping to articulate the 2019 vision for our church.  Our Primate states that this 

resource focuses on the ñFive Marks of Missionò ñdeveloped in the early 1980s and 

adopted in 1984. The Anglican community adopted those five marks for its worldwide 

mission. The Marks of Mission are to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom so thatôs 

all about evangelism. To nurture, baptize new believers so thatôs all about nurturing 

people and their life in Christ and in community in Christ. The third Mark of Mission is 

to respond to human need by loving service so that takes us into many parts of the world, 

both in crisis situations and in long-term development work.  The fourth Mark is to 

transform unjust structures of society. That takes us into issues of injustice at home here 

in Canada as we address matters of poverty and aboriginal issues. It also takes us into the 

world as we stand in solidarity with others around the Millennium development goals, for 

example.  The fifth Mark of Mission is to safeguard or to work at safeguarding the 

integrity of creation, sustaining and renewing the earth. It gives us a bit of a framework 

for all of our work as the church.  Mission for Anglicans is not just about individual or 

personal salvation and my relationship with Jesus. Itôs all of that, but itôs much more than 

that too.  For us mission is an understanding of society being totally renewed and 

transformed under the just and loving reign of God. The Marks of Mission give us some 

parameters for how we go about living the gospel. 

 

And something new that has transpired recently at the Anglican Consultative Council 

(Our international Anglican Communion governing body that includes lay people and 

ordained people) is, at the urging of our own Anglican Church of Canada 

Representatives, the adoption of a Sixth Mark of Mission which is to facilitate peace, 

conflict transformation and reconciliation. 

 

Your preachers will be addressing each of the Marks of Mission during the sermon times 

starting on the Reign of Christ and throughout the Season of Advent.  May we all find 

new ways to fulfill our mission of spreading the Good News of Jesus in our service and 

work in our lives in the world.  May we all rediscover our calling as disciples of the 

Prince of Peace, that tiny babe who brings peace and joy into our world. 

 

Peace, 

Lyndon 
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Continuing Our Parish Conversation On Same-Sex Blessings 

 

As we continue to read and learn about the issues around Same-Sex Blessings I point you 

towards two articles.  The first is Homosexuality and the Bible by The Rev. Dr. Walter 

Wink, which can be found at the following web link 

http://www.soulforce.org/article/homosexuality-bible-walter-wink, and What the Bible 

Says - And Doesn't Say - About Homosexuality by Rev. Mel White, co-founder of 

Soulforce, which can be found at the following web link 

http://www.soulforce.org/article/homosexuality-bible-gay-christian.  These are both articles 

that share my perspective on the interpretation of the biblical texts that appear to relate to 

homosexual relationships.  It is important for us to understand the societal contexts out of 

which these biblical texts arose and to understand their implications for us today.  I 

commend both of these to your reading.  Due to copyright issues and length of the articles 

they could not be printed in full for those who are not connected to the world wide web. 

 However, I do have one printed copy of each in my office for lending.  

Please take the time to learn and talk about these important issues that are affecting our 

worldwide Anglican church.  We all need to be educated Christians who incorporate what 

we know and understand about the world around us into our understanding of the Sacred 

and of what it means to respond to Christôs call to love one another. 

 

Peace, 

Lyndon 

 

THE CHURCH -POLITICAL QUESTION OF  

SO-CALLED SAME -SEX BLESSINGS 

 

The dispute between the lobby group for non-promiscuous Christian homosexuals and their 

conservative opponents has been going on in the Anglican Church of Canada so long that 

the terms of reference have changed. I'd like in this reflection to say something that may be 

constructive about the question as it now exists. As I understand it we are now concerned 

with the blessing of partners in civil marriages. Those Anglicans on the conservative side 

of the question want to quibble about the term ñmarriageò, but I am using it because 

Parliament and the courts have decided on the term. 

 

I took up this question with a fairly open mind (I think) two years ago because a 

homosexual friend seemed hurt that I did not say more in support of his position in the 

lobby group. Not having thought about the question with any care, I was just vaguely 

supportive. When I looked into it, I found no help from the Anglican Church of Canada 

and little help anywhere. The result of my research is to be found at 

http://home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~thomas/Research/blessings.pdf and is only six pages long but 

still too long I think for ñBy George!ò In the next paragraph I'll summarize my essay's 

conclusions. 

 

Blessing people in Church is routinely done indiscriminately, at the conclusion of services 

and at the altar rail, for the very good reason that a blessing is a prayer for the person 

blessed on the part of the person blessing. What makes it a blessing is its unusual form 

addressing the person instead of God. It prays for God's actual blessing on the person 

verbally blessed, but it does not ensure or effect it. It therefore connotes no approval of the 

http://www.soulforce.org/article/homosexuality-bible-walter-wink
http://www.soulforce.org/article/homosexuality-bible-gay-christian
http://home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~thomas/Research/blessings.pdf
http://home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~thomas/Research/blessings.pdf
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person, no judgement of the person, favourable or otherwise, and should not be withheld 

on account of any unfavourable judgement. The conservative Anglicans' disapproval of the 

homosexuals is not a reason why others or even they themselves should not bless them. 

Conservatives need to realize that no one is too wicked to be prayed for, and equivalently 

no one is too wicked to be blessed. Just as well, for we are all wicked in our own various 

ways and to varying degrees, and it is the business of no one at Church to judge us.  I'd 

rather be blessed indiscriminately than investigated! This is not quite the argument that the 

homosexual lobby wants, but I think that it is correct and supplies not only a reason in 

favour of what they are asking for but also a reason why their opponents are wrong to 

object to the actions of sympathetic clergy. 

 

The conservative case against blessings is that they do connote approval and that what the 

Church is asked to bless are relationships that they regard as illicit. I think these objections 

are both historically wrong. What they need to change is their ideas about blessing. It is not 

necessary that they change their ideas about homosexuals---an unlikely prospect impossible 

to achieve by argument. The problem as I see it is to get them to change their minds about 

the heretofore unimportant matter of blessing. The reason that there are so few resources 

about the topic is that it has universally been regarded as of no importance.  

 

It may be that the original desire of the lobby was precisely for approval. This is not our 

Church's to give because of the substantial conservative group that disapproves. Moreover, 

we are not in the business of approvals. Loving is not necessarily approving, as every 

parent knows. On the one hand, it is probably wrong to deny a blessing to anyone on 

account of others' disapproval. I am inclined to think also that it is wrong to hold out 

blessings as approvals, unnecessarily offending the conservatives. The mainstream should 

not devalue either group in order to placate the other. If we recognize and understand the 

historical meaning of blessings---and we can all get on board that understanding---there is 

no need for conservatives to be offended by blessings anyone chooses to perform. No one 

is going to force those uncomfortable with blessing someone to do it. 

 

As a Church we have the choice of saying what we mean by a blessing before we do it. If 

we say in advance that this is what we mean by doing it, then anyone attributing more 

meaning to it than we have stated, magical or judgemental, is choosing to do so in spite of 

what we say. In such a case one has only oneself to blame. 

 

Robert Thomas 

 

 

Editorôs note: There was a small space at the bottom of this page so I searched on ñsame-

sex blessingsò to see what I could find for a ñfillerò. There are a considerable number of 

articles out there. I canôt comment on the quality of the material, but the following link has 

a huge quantity of articles on the topic: 

 

http://www.igs.net/~tonyc/ssb.html#ssm 
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MARGARET WRITES é 

 

Behind the Scenes  

 

Today, I attended the Altar Guild Annual Meeting, and once again I was reminded  

of all the people who work behind the scenes to make things happen in our church.  I have 

always thought of St. Georgeôs as a well-oiled machine, and it is so gratifying to realize 

that when people finally give up doing their various jobs, sometimes ones that they have 

been doing for years, others step in to take over.  Think of all the events that happen here 

during the yearðthe timely appearance of the Advent Wreath and the Christmas Crèche, 

the decorating of the church and the hall for Christmas, the Nativity Pageant, the beautiful 

arrangements of poinsettias and Easter lilies, the making of palm crosses, the presentation 

of the Stations of the Cross on Good Friday, the polishing of the brass and silver, just to 

name a few.  Every week the flowers are arranged and the altar is set for communion, the 

flowers are wrapped after the service and delivered to shut-ins, the doors are unlocked and 

locked again after the service, the microphones are put in place and the sound system 

turned on, the servers, ushers, lectors, intercessors and administrants have been notified, 

and coffee is made ready so that we can socialize in the hall. 

 

I often joke that I am looking forward to my funeral as I know exactly what it will be 

likeðglorious music by the choir, competent ushers, lit candles, shining silver and brass 

and of course the beautiful Anglican liturgy, followed by the Dragon Ladiesô famous 

ñfuneralò sandwiches and dainties in the hall.  We are so fortunate to belong to a church 

whose members take pride in doing everything so well.   

 

It takes many devoted people to make all these things happen, and I consider myself 

blessed to be a small part of such a well-run organization.  Thanks to all of you, and best 

wishes for a Joyous Christmas and a Happy New Year.   

 

Margaret Owen 

 

CHRISTMAS HOME COMMUNION  

 

Traditionally at this time of year, the Parish Rector visits with shut-ins of our congregation 

to administer Christmas Communion.  The Pastoral Care Committee is arranging this 

schedule, however, would appreciate any input from the congregation of those whom we 

may not be aware.  Please contact the Church Office or Marion Jagger at 255-2034. 

 

THOUGHT FOR THIS EDITION  

Seek happy people to lift your spirits. Unhappy people will drain your spirits.  
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St. Georgeôs Ministry of Fun 

Invites You to the 
Annual Christmas Dinner Event  

 
Join friends and family for our signature meal of Turkey, Mashed Potatoes, 
Gravy, Veggies, Salad and Home Made Pies along with Special ñGuestsò, 
Christmas Carol Sing-along and Dancing. 

 

When:  Saturday December 5, 2009 
 5:00 pm Wine Bar 
 6:00 pm Dinner 
 
Where:  St. Georgeôs Parish Hall 
 
Tickets on sale starting November 15th after the 10:30 am service and will 
be available in the Church Office.  
 
  Adults      $20 
  Children (12 and under)              $12 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Get your tickets early, as we usually sell out for this event.  
 
Let us know if you will need a ride to or from dinner. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
If you are interested in helping make this event successful, please sign up 
on the Wilton St. Board to: 
 
- Make a Pie 
- Help in the Kitchen on Friday Dec. 4th or Sat. Dec. 5th   
- Help with setup Friday night 
- Work in the Coat Check or taking tickets or work at the bar 
- Help with Clean-up Saturday night. 
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FESTIVAL OF  

NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Sunday 20 December 

7:00 pm 

St. Georgeôs Anglican Church 
Crescentwood (corner of Grosvenor and Wilton) 

 

Wassail Reception to follow 

 
Traditional music of the Christmas season and special music for harp 

We hope you can attend 
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THE CHOIR AND THE TRIP TO EN GLAND  

 

The annual Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is on Advent 4, Sunday December 20 

this year.  Please note that the service will start ½ hour earlier, at 7:00 PM.  Be sure to 

invite your friends and family to this service.  There will be music by Ledger, Bruckner, 

Rutter, Chilcott and others, and familiar Christmas carols.  In addition, Richard Turner, 

the principal harpist with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra will provide music before 

the service, and will also accompany one of the choir anthems.   So be sure to arrive 

early!! 

 

The planning for the choir trip to England is continuing.   Accommodation has been 

confirmed and a deposit paid.  The choir will be carrying out some fundraising activities 

over the next several months to defray some of the trip expenses.  In addition, anyone 

wishing to make a donation can provide a tax-receiptable donation to the church marked 

ñchoir trip to Englandò! 

 

Rick Morgan  

 
 

 
 

MISSION AND MINISTRY COMMITTEE  

 

Christmas Cheer Hampers 

 

It is time to think about the Christmas season, fast approaching.  Each year, St. George's 

has generously supported families in need with Christmas Cheer Board Hampers.  For 

2009, Mission and Ministry is making a commitment to prepare and 

deliver eight hampers to families as close to the vicinity of the parish as possible.  To 

accomplish this task, we need your support.  On Sundays, sign up posters for the non-

perishable items will be available at the back of the church and at coffee hour.  There are 

two or three food item types for each bundle.  Please sign up to bring in what you can.  If 

you would prefer to donate money, there will be a treasure chest for monetary donations.  

The monies will be used to purchase the remaining food items and some of the children's 

gifts.  The posters will be relocated to the Parish Hall should you be at the church during 

the week.  There is also a volunteer sign up sheet on the Wilton Street bulletin board for 

those interested in helping with other tasks such as hamper delivery or packing hampers. 
  
In the spirit of the Christmas season and in support of the Primate World Relief and 

Development Fund, we will continue to sell Christmas cards at coffee hour.  Please stop 

in at the table to see the two new cards this year.  A box of twelve is $15 and a tax receipt 

is optional.  

 

Marlene Pryzner and Wayne Milson 

Christmas Cheer Co-ordinators 
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PWRDF 
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The Primate's World Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF) Le fonds du Primat 

pour le secours et le développement mondial is the Anglican Church of Canada's agency 

for sustainable development, relief, refugees, and global justice. With the support of 

Anglican parishes across Canada, PWRDF makes financial and human resources 

available to support partners' initiatives and to promote knowledgeable actions of 

solidarity at home and around the world.  

 

PWRDF strives to be a part of the outreach ministry of every Canadian Anglican parish 

and an expression for all Anglicans of their baptismal covenant to strive for justice and 

peace and to respect the dignity of every human being.  

 

Thelma Wynne 

 

A note to Mission & Ministry from:  Barbara Aldous 

 
 

 

 


