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normally published in
September, Nvember,
January, March, and May.
All articles are welcome;
electronic submissions are
appreciated.

The Aby Georg
not be possible without

the assistance of many
parishioners. Thanks!

Ted Cotton, Editor
Home 488 3606
Work 360 5104
tedcotton@nd.net

NOVEMBER 2009 (ALMOST) ADVENT EDITION*

Sacrificesé

On Wedneday, word about short lineips at the Portage Place
H1N1 vaccination centre spread quickly. | took an early lunch
and 47 minutes later | was back in my office with a little round
bandaid on my left shoulder. As a bonus, | had a cafglthat
with an old friend in the recovery room.

As expected, there was a dul l A mus
later on Wednesday. On Titsalay morning, my nose started to

Aruno. On Thursday afternoon, I st
|l egs and back were Astiffo. Althou
the weekend, | was too fihoto and t
and did little of what | hahoped to do.

Was my A96 hour somethingd caused
the timing a coincidence? | donoét

shot again. Business continuity planning shows the devastating
impact of having a high percentage of people off work and/or
needing medical attentioBometimes we need to risk one step
back to advance two steps forward.

| get my seasonal flu shot on December 8.

The next edition ofnuafybPleas&eor ge! 0 w
gather your thoughts arsdibmit your article®y the January

17th deadline.

Best of the season.

Ted Cotton

* The electronic
29, so please consider it

i lefore Sevembey e ! 0 1 s d
the AAIl N
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MARK YOUR CAL ENDARS WITH THESE UPCOMING DATES

Within our Parish Church of St. George, Crescentwood:

Day Date Event Time
Tue December 1, 200§y Corporation Meeting 7:00 PM
Wed December 2, 200§ Mission & Ministry Pot Luck Meeting 6:00 PM
Thur
S December 3, 20 | Adult Bible Study "Living The Questions" 9:30 AM
Sat December 5, 200{ Annual Christmas Dinner 5:00 PM
Sun December 6, 200¢ Quiet Service Advent 2 8:30 AM
Family Service W/MusicAdvent 2 - Children's Homily 10:30 AM
Mon Decemier 7, 2009 Adult Bible Study "Living The Questions" 7:00 PM
Tue December 7, 200y Worship Committee Meeting 7:30 PM
Wed December 9, 200{ Parish Council Meeting 7:30 PM
Thur
S December 10, 200{ Adult Bible Study "Living The Questions" 9:30 AM
Sun Decemberl 3, 2009| Quiet Service Advent 3 8:30 AM
Family Service W/MusicAdvent 3 10:30 AM
Mon December 14, 200{ Adult Bible Study "Living The Questions" 7:00 PM
Tue December 15, 200{ Membership Committee Meeting 7:30 PM
Adult Bible Study "Living The Questions" (This Wed Only/Then Back To
Wed December 16, ZID | Thur) 9:30 AM
Sun December 20, 200{ Quiet Service Advent 4 8:30 AM
Family Service W/MusicAdvent 4 10:30 AM
Sun| December 20, 2009 Festival Of Nine Lesson & Cards ***note new time*** 7:00 PM
Mon December 21, 200{ Adult Bible Study "Living The Questions" 7:00 PM
Thur
s| December 24, 2009 Christmas Eve Pageant 5:00 PM
Christmas Eve Late Service 10:30 PM
Fri December 25, 2009 Christmas Day - Eucharist & Carols 10:30 AM
Sun| December 27, 200{ Quiet Service First Sunday After Christmas 8:30 AM
Family Service W/Music First Sunday After Christmas 10:30 AM
Mon December 28, 2009 Building & Parish Office Closed
Tues| December ®, 2009| To January 3, 2010 Parish Office Will Be ClosedMarion On Vacation
Fri January 1, 2010/ New Years Day Parish Office &Building Closed
Sun January 3, 201( Quiet Service Epiphany Of The Lord 8:30 AM
Family Service W/Music Epiphany Of The Lord Children's Homily 10:30 AM
Tue January 5, 201( Corporation Meeting 7:00 PM
Thur
S January 7, 201( Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM
Sun January 10, 201( Quiet Service Baptism Of The Lord 8:30 AM
Family Service W/Music Baptism Of The Lord 10:30 AM
Tue January 12, 201( Worship Committee Meeting 7:30 PM
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Wed January 13, 201( Mission & Ministry 7:00 PM
Thur
S January 14, 2010 Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM
Sun January 17, 201( Quiet Service Second Sunday After The Epiphany 8:30 AM
Family Service W/Music Second Sunday After The Epiphany 10:30 AM
Deadline For Subrasions To "ByGeorge!"

Tue January 19, 201( Membership Committee Meeting 7:30 PM
Wed January 20, 201( Special Budget Meeting Of Parish Council 7:30 PM
Thur

S January 21, 201( Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM

Sun January 24, 201( Quiet Service Third Sunday After The Epiphany 8:30 AM

Family Service W/Music Third Sunday After The Epiphany 10:30 AM
Wed January 27, 201( Parish Council Meeting 7:30 PM
Thur
S January 28, 201( Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM
Sun January 31, 210 | Quiet Service Fourth Sunday After The Epiphany 8:30 AM
Family Service W/Music Fourth Sunday After The Epiphany 10:30 AM
iby George! o delivery
Thur
S February 4, 201( Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM
Sun February 72010| Quiet Service Fifth Sunday After The Epiphany 8:30 AM
Family Service W/Music Fifth Sunday After The Epiphany 10:30 AM

Tue February 9, 201( Worship Committee Meeting 7:30 PM
Wed February 10, 201( Mission & Ministry Meeting 7:00 PM
Thur

S February 11, 201( Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM

In the Broader Community:

December 2 Youth Ministry Leadership Workstiopastoral Centre, 622B Tache Ave

December 16 Anglican Centre Open House
January 15  Twelfth Nigt  Bi s h o pSts.

TEA & CLOSET SALE

DG enanrege 6 s
January 2729 Web Conference with the Archbishop of CanterbiuByt .

(Crescent wood)

Johnos

A very big thank you to all o worked at th@ea & ClosetSale.Also, to all those who
attended the Tea & Closet Sale and supported the various tables by purchasing goods.
This was a successful event; the Tea was well received and the community was very
appreciative. The outcome difi$ gathering produced 60 new contacts that will be put on

our distribution list for upcoming services and events.

We raised $38 from the Teddy Bear raffle that will go to King Edward School programs.

Left over clothing is being donated to the followmgu t | et s :

Sal

vati on

Resource Centre, Spence Street Thrift Skimby Trinity and Thelma Wynnélhe Choir
adds its thanks for the substantial start the clothing sale has given to it 2011 travel fund.

Cat hedr al

Ar nm
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YOUR PARISH PRIEST WRITES ... Engaging theSacred Mission

As we embark on a new year of the Church beginning on the First Sunday of Advent,
November 28, we once again begin a time of anticipation of the future birth of the
Prince of Peace into our lives. Yes, once again, we get ready forttheftihe Sacred

into the Human. We become aware, again, of our longing for a world filled with peace
and joy. But what does this world of peace and joy actually look like and how do we
work at helping to create such a world?

Our primate, Archbishop Ed Hiltz (the national leader of our Anglican Church of
Canada) has asked us to spend some ti me
Mission and then to begin embarking on new paths to achieve the mission. And so our

o

national church office hascreated r esour ce call ed fAENngaging

means of helping to articulate the 2019 vision for our church. Our Primate states that this
Mi s si

resource focuses on the fAFive Mar ks of
adopted in 1984. The Anglicamommunity adopted those five marks for its worldwide

n

d

n

mi ssion. The Marks of Mission are to procl ai
al | about evangelism. To nurture, baptize

people and their life in Chrisind in community in Christ. The third Mark of Mission is

to respond to human need by loving service so that takes us into many parts of the world,

both in crisis situations and in loitgrm development work. The fourth Mark is to
transform unjust structas of society. That takes us into issues of injustice at home here

in Canada as we address matters of poverty and aboriginal issues. It also takes us into the
world as we stand in solidarity with others around the Millennium development goals, for

example The fifth Mark of Mission is to safeguard or to work at safeguarding the
integrity of creation, sustaining and renewing the earth. It gives us a bit of a framework
for all of our work as the church. Mission for Anglicans is not just about individual or
personal salvation and my relationship
that too. For us mission is an understanding of society being totally renewed and
transformed under the just and loving reign of God. The Marks of Mission gisene
parameters for how we go about living the gospel.

And something new that has transpired recently at the Anglican Consultative Council
(Our international Anglican Communion governing body that includes lay people and
ordained people) is, at the umgiof our own Anglican Church of Canada
Representatives, the adoption of a Sixth Mark of Mission which is to facilitate peace,
conflict transformation and reconciliation.

Your preachers will be addressing each of the Marks of Mission during the sermaen tim
starting on the Reign of Christ and throughout the Season of Advent. May we all find
new ways to fulfill our mission of spreading the Good News of Jesus in our service and
work in our lives in the world. May we all rediscover our calling as discgflése

Prince of Peace, that tiny babe who brings peace and joy into our world.

Peace,
Lyndon

ne

wi t h
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Continuing Our Parish Conversation On SameSex Blessings

As we continue to read and learn about the issues aroundSaniiessings | point you
towards two #icles. The first isHomosexuality and the Bibley The Rev. Dr. Walter

Wink, which can be found at the following web link
http://www.soulforce.org/article/homosexualitible-walterwink, andWhat the Bible

Says- And Doesn't Say About Homosexualitypy Rev. Mel White, cdounder of

Soulforce, which can be found at the following web link
http//www.soulforce.org/article/homosexualibjble-gay-christian These are both articles
that share my perspective on the interpretation of the biblical texts that appear to relate to
homosexual relationshipst is important for us to understand the stai contexts out of
which these biblical texts arose and to understand their implications for us today.
commend both of these to your readimue to copyright issues and length of the articles
they could not be printed in full for those who are ratreected to the world wide web.
However, | do have one printed copy of each in my office for lending.

Please take the time to learn and talk about these important issues that are affecting our
worldwide Anglican churchWe all need to be educated Chass who incorporate what

we know and understand about the world around us into our understanding of the Sacred
and of what it means to respond to Christoés

Peace,
Lyndon

THE CHURCH -POLITICAL QUESTION OF
SO-CALLED SAME -SEX BLESSINGS

The dispute between the lobby group forqpwamiscuous Christian homosexuals and their
conservative opponents has been going on in the Anglican Church of Canada so long that

the terms of reference have changed. I'd like in this reflection to satlsamthat may be

constructive about the question as it now exists. As | understand it we are now concerned

with the blessing of partners in civil marriages. Those Anglicans on the conservative side

of the question want t o0,qubdWwtblle amowsi ndg ei tt ek
Parliament and the courts have decided on the term.

| took up this question with a fairly open mind (I think) two years ago because a
homosexual friend seemed hurt that | did not say more in support of his position in the
lobby group. Not having thought about the question with any care, | was just vaguely
supportive. When | looked into it, | found no help from the Anglican Church of Canada
and little help anywhere. The result of my research is to be fatund
http://home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~thomas/Research/blessings@dé$ only six pages long but
still too long I think fa B §i G e olir tieeeéxtdparagraph I'll summarize my essay's
conclusions.

Blessing people in Church is routinely done indiscriminately, at the conclusion of services
and at the altar rail, for the very good reason that a blessing is a prayer fostre per
blessed on the part of the person blessing. What makes it a blessing is its unusual form
addressing the person instead of God. It prays for God's actual blessing on the person
verbally blessed, but it does not ensure or effect it. It therefore comugggproval of the


http://www.soulforce.org/article/homosexuality-bible-walter-wink
http://www.soulforce.org/article/homosexuality-bible-gay-christian
http://home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~thomas/Research/blessings.pdf
http://home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~thomas/Research/blessings.pdf
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person, no judgement of the person, favourable or otherwise, and should not be withheld
on account of any unfavourable judgement. The conservative Anglicans' disapproval of the
homosexuals is not a reason why others or even they themstlould not bless them.
Conservatives need to realize that no one is too wicked to be prayed for, and equivalently
no one is too wicked to be blessed. Just as well, for we are all wicked in our own various
ways and to varying degrees, and it is thermss of no one at Church to judge Ud.

rather be blessed indiscriminately than investigated! This is not quite the argument that the
homosexual lobby wants, but I think that it is correct and supplies not only a reason in
favour of what they are askirigr but also a reason why their opponents are wrong to

object to the actions of sympathetic clergy.

The conservative case against blessings is that they do connote approval and that what the
Church is asked to bless are relationships that they regalidiag think these objections

are both historically wrong. What they need to change is their ideas about blessing. It is not
necessary that they change their ideas about homose»aralsnlikely prospect impossible

to achieve by argument. The problesil see it is to get them to change their minds about

the heretofore unimportant matter of blessing. The reason that there are so few resources
about the topic is that it has universally been regarded as of no importance.

It may be that the original dies of the lobby was precisely for approval. This is not our
Church's to give because of the substantial conservative group that disapproves. Moreover,
we are not in the business of approvals. Loving is not necessarily approving, as every
parent knows. Othe one hand, it is probably wrong to deny a blessing to anyone on
account of others' disapproval. | am inclined to think also that it is wrong to hold out
blessings as approvals, unnecessarily offending the conservatives. The mainstream should
not devalueeither group in order to placate the other. If we recognize and understand the
historical meaning of blessingsand we can all get on board that understanditgre is

no need for conservatives to be offended by blessings anyone chooses to perfone. No

is going to force those uncomfortable with blessing someone to do it.

As a Church we have the choice of saying what we mean by a blessing before we do it. If
we say in advance that this is what we mean by doing it, then anyone attributing more
meaningo it than we have stated, magical or judgemental, is choosing to do so in spite of
what we say. In such a case one has only oneself to blame.

Robert Thomas

EditorPbBhsemeotwas a small space at the bottom c
sexbbssingso to see what | could find for a Af
articles out there. | candét comment on the g

a huge quantity of articles on the topic:

http://www.igs.net/~tonyc/ssb.htirssm
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MARGARET WRI TES ¢é
Behind the Scenes

Today, | attended the Altar Guild Annual Meeting, and once again | was reminded

of all the people who work behind the scenes to make things happen in our church. | have
al ways t hought awelfoile8 thachin€, erd it i so@matifymgto realize

that when people finally give up doing their various jobs, sometimes ones that they have
been doing for years, others step in to take over. Think of all the events that happen here
during the yea the timely appearance of the Advent Wreath and the Chrisbneache

the decorating of the church and the hall for Christmas, the Nativity Pageant, the beautiful
arrangements of poinsettias and Easter lilies, the making of palm crosses, the presentation
of the Stations of the Cross on Good Friday, the polishing of the brass and silver, just to
name a few. Every week the flowers are arranged and the altar is set for communion, the
flowers are wrapped after the service and delivered teisbuthe doors arenlocked and

locked again after the service, the microphones are put in place and the sound system
turned on, the servers, ushers, lectors, intercessors and administrants have been notified,
and coffee is made ready so that we can socialize in the hall.

| often joke that | am looking forward to my funeral as | know exactly what it will be

liked glorious music by the choir, competent ushers, lit candles, shining silver and brass
and of course the beautiful Anglmoosan | itur
Afuneral o sandwiches and dainties in the h
whose members take pride in doing everything so well.

gy .
al |

It takes many devoted people to make all these things happen, and | consider myself
blessed to be a snhalart of such a weltun organization. Thanks to all of you, and best
wishes for a Joyous Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Margaret Owen

CHRISTMAS HOME COMMUNION

Traditionally at this time of yeathe Parish Rector visits with shuis of our congrgation

to administer Christmas Communiomhe Pastoral Care Committee is arranging this
schedule, however, would appreciate any input from the congregation of those whom we
may not be awarePlease contact the Church Office or Marion Jagger aPP33.

THOUGHT FOR THIS EDITION

Seek happy people to lift your spirits. Unhappy people will drain your spirits.
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St. Georgebds Ministry of Fun
Invites You to the

Annual Christmas Dinner Event

Join friends and family for our signature meal of Turkey, Mashed Potatoes,
Gravy, Veggies, Salad and Home MadePi es al ong with Speci al
Christmas Carol Sing-along and Dancing.

When: Saturday December 5, 2009
5:00 pm Wine Bar
6:00 pm Dinner

Where: St . Georgeods Parish Hall

Tickets on sale starting November 15th after the 10:30 am service and will
be available in the Church Office.

Adults $20
Children (12 and under) $12

Get your tickets early, as we usually sell out for this event.

Let us know if you will need a ride to or from dinner.

If you are interested in helping make this event successful, please sign up
on the Wilton St. Board to:

- Make a Pie

- Help in the Kitchen on Friday Dec. 4™ or Sat. Dec. 5"

- Help with setup Friday night

- Work in the Coat Check or taking tickets or work at the bar
- Help with Clean-up Saturday night.




bG! page 9

FESTIVAL OF
NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS
Sunday 20 December
7:00 pm
St. Georgeodos Angl

Crescentwood (corner of Grosvenor and Wilton)

Wassail Reception to follow

Traditional music of the Christmas season and special music for harp

We hope you can attend

S 4

AN
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THE CHOIR AND THE TRIP TO EN GLAND

The annuaFestival of Nine Lessons and Car@on Advent 4, Sunday December 20
this year. Please note that the service will start %2 hour earlier, at 7:00B&Mure to

invite your friends and family to this servic&here will be music by Leger, Bruckner,
Rutter, Chilcott and others, and familiar Christmas carvigddition, Richard Turner,

the principal harpist with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra will provide music before
the service, and will also accompany one of the choir anthe3ae sure to arrive

early!

The planning for the choir trip to England is continuingccommaodation has been
confirmed and a deposit paidhe choir will be carrying out some fundraising activities
over the next several months to defray some of theekpensesin addition, anyone
wishing to make a donation can provide ataseiptable donation to the church marked
Achoir trip to Englando!

Rick Morgan

MISSION AND MINISTRY COMMITTEE
Christmas Cheer Hampers

It is time to think about the Chtisas seasoriast approachingEach yearSt. George's

has generously supported families in negth Christmas Cheer Board HampeFor

2009, Mission and Ministry is makirmgcommitment to prepare and

delivereighthampers to families as close to theimty of the parish as possibl&.o
accomplish this task, we need your supp@n Sundayssign up posters for the nen
perishable items will be availabde the back of the church and at coffee hdhrere are

two or three food item types for edstirdle. Please sign up to bring what you can.If

you would prefer to donate money, there will be a treasure chest for monetary donations.
The monies will be used to purchase the remaifong items and some of the children's
gifts. The postersvill be relocated to the Parish Hall should you be at the church during
the week.There is also a volunteer sign up sheet on the Wilton Street bulletin board for
those interested in helping with other tasks sudtaasper delivery or packing hampers.

In the sjirit of the Christmas season and in support of the Primate World Relief and
Development Fund, we will continue to sell Christmas cards at coffee Rtease stop
in at the table to see the two new cards this yAdrox of twelveis $15 and a tax recdip
is optional.

Marlene Pryzner and Wayne Milson
Christmas Cheer Cordinators
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PWRDF

The November 2009 issue of the Rupert’s Land News included two articles related to the work of
the Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund. Mission and Ministry wanted to update you
as to what your dollar supports:

PWRDF sends aid to disaster zones

STAFF

The Primare’s World Relief and
Development Fund, (PWRDF)
has sent aid to the Philippines,
West Sumatra and islands in the
Pacific. All three regions were hit
by devastating natural disasters
at the end of September.

On Sept. 26, tropical storm
“Ketsana” (locally known as
“Ond K:n ) hic the Philippines,

torrential rains for
nine hours, flooding 80 per cent
of Metro Manila and neighbour-
ing provinces. The National Di-
saster Co-ordination Council re-
ported 337 deaths, 308 injured
and 37 people

More than 450, 000 people
were driven from their homes
and 16,500 houses were report-
ed destroyed. The same storm
was also reported to have killed
74 people in Vietnam and 11
in Cambodia. The Phlhppme
government declared a “state of
calamity” for Metro Manila and
other parts of Luzon.

A series of four tsunamis
struck Samoa, American Samoa

and s.ome of the smaller islands

of Tonga on Sept. 29, following a
massive undersea earthquake in
the South Pacific. Officials said
the death toll was 146 people,
according to information from
Action by Churches Together
(ACT), a coalition of church-
based organizations that re-
sponds to natural disasters and
humanitarian crises.

“The whole population of
Samoa is in mourning as survi-
vors continue to search for their
missing loved ones. Bodies are
being found buried in the sand
and washed up into the trees by
the huge waves; 32,000 people

are homeless...,” ACI',sai on its
website.

On Sept. 30, a2 7.6 earthquake-

killed more than 1,000 people
in West Sumatra, mainly in Pa-
dang and Pariaman cities. ACT
says it will focus its activities in
Padang Pariaman district, where
over 10,000 houses collapsed or
bumned to the ground following
the quake.

Accordmg to information
from the ecumenical organi-
zation, hospitals throughout
‘Padang city were severely dam-
aged, including its largest and
only hospital with full surgery
facilities.

PWRDE released an initial
grant of $15,000 for relief ef-
forts in the Philippines, and
two initial grants of $10,000
each for victims of the tsunamis
and West Sumatra earthquake,.
This was done through ACT, of
which PWRDF is a member.

Contributions to PWRDF’s
appeal can be made online at the
Canada Helps website and des-
ignated for “Philippines floods,”
“Pacific tsunamis” or “West Su-
matra.” For credit card dona-
tions, contact Ricky de Castro
at (416) 924-9192 ext. 318 or
at 1-866-308-7973. Please do
not send your credit card num-
ber by e-mail or fax. Donations
can also be sent to PWRDF at
80 Hayden St., Toronto, Ont.,
M4Y 3G2.

Clarkson named patron for PWRDF project

The Primate’s World Relief and country,” said Canada at age three in-1942 in the
Development Fund (PWRDF) Clarkson in a2 middle of the Second World War
has a new patron for its initiative press release with one suitcase for each one of
to sponsor S0 refugee families: from PWRDF. us—my mother, father, brother
Adrienne Clarkson. - “I feel particu- andI Asa Canadlan I can’t think

Clarkson, who is Anglican and larly strongly of more useful work joining our
former governor general, came to about this religious commitment to our du-
Canada as a refugee. “It is impor- having ~been tiesascitizens than beinga part of
tant for people to realize that Can- a refugee my- a settlement program for specific

self, arriving in refugee families.”



bG! page 12

The Primate's World Relief and Development FundPWRDF)Le fonds du Primat
pour le secours et le développement monditie Anglican Church of Canada's agen
for sustainable development, relief, refugees, and global justice. With the support of
Anglican parishes across Canada, PWRDF makes financial and human resources
available to support partners' initiatives and to promote knowledgeable actions of
solidarty at home and around the world.

PWRDF strives to be a part of the outreach ministry of every Canadian Anglican parish
and an expression for all Anglicans of their baptismal covenant to strive for justice and
peace and to respect the dignity of every anrieing.

Thelma Wynne

A note to Mission & Ministry from: Barbara Aldous



