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Sharing

The “by George!” connects
all parishioners through
electronic or hard copy
distribution. It is normally
published in September,
November, February, and
May. All articles are
welcome; electronic
submissions are appreciated.
The “by George!” would
not be possible without
the assistance of many
parishioners. Thanks!
Ted Cotton, Editor
Home 204 488 3606
Work At home
tedcotton@mymts.net

September 2022

Fall Welcome Edition

Sharing
We’re a society of the rich, the comfortable, the struggling, and the
poor. Many of us are likely comfortable. We may want the iPhone 14
Pro Max and Jeep Grand Wagoneer L that the rich have, but we’re
satisfied with a well-used iPhone 10 and Jeep Cherokee with 120,000
km. However, what we have is wealth in comparison to those who live
in makeshift tents by the rivers in Winnipeg, receive help from a food
bank, struggle with corruption, greed, and famine in Africa, and in
many other examples. We have much to share.
Timothy says “Happy are those … who execute justice for the
oppressed; who give food to the hungry.” The Anglican Church of
Canada says “The Baptismal Covenant offers an expansive vision of
stewardship, including commitments to the community and its
common life”
https://www.anglican.ca/wpcontent/uploads/2011/06/stewardship.pdf
The Fall highlights the concept of Stewardship in Anglican churches.
The Diocese is looking for Common Mission and Ministry pledges
from parishes to help build the Diocesan budget and support programs
in the broader community. The parish is looking toward the coming
period for the opportunity to receive the time, talent, and treasure of
parishioners.
Generosity is God’s work. How can you share your time, talent, and
treasure?
(Editor’s note: the above is an extract from a sermon I delivered at St.
Bartholomew’s Winnipeg Beach on September 25, 2022)
The next “by George!” will be in late November. Have a great fall and
see you at St. George’s!
Ted Cotton
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Mark Your Calendars with These Upcoming Dates Within our Parish Church of St. George,
Crescentwood:
Friday, September 30 5:30pm Garage Sale
Saturday, October 1 10:00am Garage Sale
Sunday, October 2 10:30am In Person and Livestream Worship.
Wednesday, October 5 1:30pm Grief Support Group
Wednesday, October 5 3:00pm Worship Committee Meeting
Thursday, October 6 6:30pm Choir - kids
Thursday, October 6 7:15pm Choir - adults
Sunday, October 9 10:30am In Person and Livestream Worship.
Sunday, October 16 4:00pm Choral evensong
Wednesday, October 19 7:30pm Parish Council Meeting
This calendar continues to be an intentional look only at the short term. For the most current
calendar and more information about St. George’s, please visit:
http://www.stgeorges.mb.ca
The Parish Office is open Tuesday to Friday, 10 am to 2 pm; access after hours will need to
be pre-arranged by calling the office 204-453-5642 during office hours.
Our Incumbent, Rev. Fr. Sherpard Gwende, can be reached at: (204) 390-8522 or
rector@stgeorges.mb.ca . If you have an urgent pastoral situation, please contact Fr. Gwende
at (204) 390-8522.
For those attending worship in-person, masks are not required but are recommended!
For those who prefer to attend virtually, services are live-streamed. You can view from the
comfort of your own home, cottage, or …. Join at http://www.stgeorges.mb.ca/live
The organ prelude will begin at approximately 10:25 am and the service at 10:30 am.
Sunday School is underway. Thanks to Jacqueline Thomson for her work with the children.
There are a few 2023 Canadian Church Calendars still available in the Parish Office. The
price is still just $7.00 each! Please drop in or call to reserve yours.
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For the first time since 2019, we are able to hold our “annual” Giant Garage Sale. It’s
Friday September 30 from 5:30 PM to 8:30 PM and Saturday October 1 from 10:00 AM to
2:00 PM. There’s a huge selection of furniture, household items, plants, vintage items, etc.
Everything has great prices. Come to shop and save. Please tell your friends.
The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi – Blessing of the Animals Service will be held next
Sunday, October 2nd. Please bring a photo of your pet to the service for blessing.
Harvest Thanksgiving will be celebrated on Sunday, October 9th at the 10:30 am worship
service. Anyone wishing to provide vegetables for the harvest decorations should bring
them to the church by Thursday, October 7th between 10 am and 2 pm.
Chat and Beverages - Please join us for coffee time after the 10:30 service. If it's warm,
we'll have cold water, lemonade, and juice outside the Wilton door. If it's cooler, we'll move
inside and have cold or hot beverages. We'll always have the chat. Thanks to those who set
up, serve and clean up. Anyone interested in helping provide the beverage service is
encouraged to contact Ted Cotton at tedcotton@mymts.net.
The Grief Support Group is meeting Wednesdays at 1:30 pm in the St. George’s Guild
Room. If you would like to participate or have any questions please contact Ruth Dean at
(204) 612-5017 / email: deanruth7@gmail.com or Peter Flynn (204) 475-2941.
Volunteers are needed for the nursery starting in September 2022. The nursery requires two
volunteers every Sunday morning to help look after our youngest parishioners. Volunteers
are generally scheduled for one shift every 4-6 weeks (depending upon the numbers of
volunteers we have). Volunteers should be at least 13 years old. If you are interested in
helping out in the nursery, please email sarahmargaretpratt@gmail.com
In the Broader Community
The 118th Session of the Synod of the Diocese of Rupert's Land
- Friday, October 14 2022, 7:00 - 8:00 pm Opening Eucharist for Synod St. John's Anglican
Cathedral 135 Anderson Ave.
- Saturday, October 15 2022, 8:00 am - 4:00 pm Morning and Afternoon sessions of Synod
1405 St. Matthews Avenue.
Please visit the Diocese of Rupert’s Land website for the most current calendar:
https://rupertsland.ca/events
The Rupert’s Land News is only electronic. To subscribe to the weekly electronic edition
and get the latest news about the Diocese, please use the following link:
www.rupertslandnews.ca .
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SUNDAY SCHOOL PRAYER – September 25, 2022

FROM THE DESK OF THE INCUMBENT
The Decline of Our Moral Values and Spirituality in the 21st Century:
Phenomenological Soundings
Morality has to do with right and wrong, good and bad personal or social behaviour, based
on a certain standard of conduct. Biblical morality is a set of standards described in the Bible
for such behaviour. For example, the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17) represent a
moral standard of conduct. Morality in this article will be measured in relation to the
principles of the Ten Commandments. Also, this is emanating from my own consciousness
and objects of direct experience.
Religion was never of any relevance in the quest for material prosperity and economic
advancement in any century, more so in our century, where it seems not to have any
significant importance today. The declining rate of organised religion and the growth of
secularism in our country has progressively led many to believe that if there is any truth,
particularly relevant for this century, it is no longer found in religion. Some people no longer
feel comfortable with the “religious jargon” used in most brick-and-mortar churches. Unless
meaningful progress is made, I would like to suggest that the decline in moral and spiritual
values in society will lead to an inevitable disaster for generations to come.
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The conceptions of what is right and wrong and how one ought to behave in specific
circumstances exert a strong influence on human behavioural aspects and this directly affects
economic outcomes. There is, therefore, a serious need for a moral economic system today.
A moral economy, in other words, is an economy that should be based on goodness, fairness
and justice. History fails to record a single precedent in which nations subject to moral decay
have not passed into political and economic decline.
Moving on to spirituality, then, this refers to the deepest values and meanings by which we
should live. These values include meditation, prayer and contemplation, which are aimed at
developing an individual’s inner life. Spirituality puts ultimate faith in an alleged immaterial
reality that helps people to discover the essence of their being. Today, there is a broader view
of spirituality due to the declining membership of organised religion and the growth of
secularism in Canada as in the rest of the world. Modern secularism has now introduced a
form of secular spirituality which emphasises humanistic ideas on qualities such as love,
compassion, patience, tolerance, forgiveness, contentment, responsibility, harmony and a
concern for others with the express purpose of living happily and of helping others.
According to Mark Said, religion should be seen as a catalyst for morality and spirituality in
the decay around us. Living a happy, prosperous, and fulfilled life has always been the
aspiration of man. Regrettably, with the unprecedented developments in science and
technology today, many believe this material progress is enough to bring man the desired
happiness such that the value of spiritual development for human happiness has greatly
deteriorated.
Religion has been playing a smaller part in education and upbringing than it used to and it
has been in a sharp decline in western societies. We cannot be sure of the consequences for
moral values. With each new generation less religious than the one before, is there any
reason to expect moral decline? The increase in drug addicts contributes to the rise in
criminal activities in our neighbourhoods. Sadly, the culprits are released out of pity and they
are back at it again. People have become mired in their attitudes to self-interested behaviours
like cheating, lying and stealing. The point is that religion can help in shaping moral
behaviours in our society. As religion declines in our nation, I encourage parishioners to
continue teaching children biblical morals (beginning with the basic Ten Commandments)
and Christian spirituality.
On the other hand, trust in institutions appears to be a more important predictor of respect for
the norms of society and the autonomy of other individuals. However, the Church as an
institution has failed to be a good example of morality and trust is being eroded with time. It
is mainly when confidence in other secular institutions is low that religious beliefs and
behaviours, can emerge as an alternative source of moral authority. The Rev. Dr. B. F.
Daugherty once said "an education that is not merely non-Christian but actively antiChristian, is destructive of character and antagonistic to every institution. The denial of God
is the denial not only of biblical authority but of any sense of moral responsibility."
By The Rev. Fr. Sherpard Gwende
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FINANCE REPORT
The net loss to August 2022 is $47567. This is unfavourable to budget of $37243 and last
year of $10554 (when we had lower Ministry costs).
PWRDF has an in and out variance of $875 due to donations to world issues e.g. Ukraine.
Open Plate is $2494 favourable due to a large etransfer that we are still determining the
source.
Identified Giving is $7665 F to budget and $5592 F to last year.
Rentals Sundry is $1497 F due to Rupert’s Land Brass Band and movies.
Administrative Assistant Salary is $1275 F. This amount is due to less hours worked.
Audit Review is $3700 F. This is timing.
Honorary Assistant Salary is $2220 F. This is less time used.
Living Allowance is $11066 F, Rector’s Stipend is $13664 U, and Payroll Benefits is $2832
U. This relates to our wait for a CRA ruling on Sherpard’s Living Allowance.
Music Director is $2854 F. This is less time used.
General Maintenance is $1597 U. This is timing.
Utilities Gas is $6032 U. This is higher rates and colder weather.
The chequing account is reconciled to August 2022.
Changes in Designated Funds > $500:
•
Garage Sale: +$982 for presales
We've received the final 2021 Review from the auditors. It has the same numbers as I
reported to you in July 30 from the draft - a Net Loss of $5054 for 2021 as compared to
$5293 reported at the AGM. In addition, there are unrealized gains on investments held of
$144976 and on foreign exchange of $13219 (unfortunately, 2022 has seen many
investments lose value, so the word "unrealized" is important).
I’ve included two of the auditor’s statements – the Statement of Operations (or Income
Statement or Profit and Loss Statement) and the Schedule of Designated Funds (which is
part of the Balance Sheet) – starting on the next page. I haven’t attached their Balance Sheet
as I’ll be reformatting it to look more like how we usually present the Balance Sheet. I’ll
distribute it later.
If you have any questions on the Finance Report, please let Ted Cotton know (204 488 3606
or tedcotton@mymts.net). Thanks.
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STEWARDSHIP MATTERS
Stewardship is time, talent, and treasure. If you have time and talent available, St. George’s
would welcome you in one of the many volunteer opportunities in the parish e.g.
Stewardship Chair, greeter, coffee preparation, server, nursery caregiver. Please talk to one
of the Wardens about how you can help the parish.
Thanks to all parishioners who make their offerings to St George’s. In addition to mailing to
the church or bringing your offerings on Sunday or to the office, offerings to the Church can
be made by
• Electronic Offering Program: If you want to start the Electronic Offering Program
or change your monthly electronic preauthorized offering during the year, the form
and instructions are always available from the church office.
• Through e-transfer from your “bank” account to office@stgeorges.mb.ca
• Online at the church website or Facebook account. Parishioners should be aware
that about 3% of some online credit card donations to a charity go to the credit card
company and provider of the credit card donation system rather than the charity.
• Shares: Parishioners can donate shares or other financial instruments. Financial
advisors can explain the capital gains or other advantages of these donations. Any
parishioner interested in donating shares to St. George’s should contact Ted Cotton
There has been about $1900 donated to date of the expected $7000 needed for a dishwasher.
There will be a raffle soon to raise money for the dishwasher; previous raffles have raised
about $2000. To run a Christmas Dinner, a working dishwasher is needed so more donations
are encouraged and welcome. As this is an important project for the parish, we’ll be making
our progress visible.

Thanksgiving and Christmas letters and festive giving envelopes as well as a Nine Lessons
… envelopes are planned.
If you have any questions about Stewardship or donation methods, please contact Ted Cotton
at tedcotton@mymts.net or 204 488 3606.
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THOUGHT FOR THIS EDITION
“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”
Winston Churchill

MISSION AND MINISTRY
The Prayer Box is an integral part of our ministry and continues to have a presence in our
worship on Sunday morning. We recognize that the box is not as accessible for people to
share their confidential prayer requests as it was. Please use the following email to send
your confidential prayer requests to the coordinator, John Kehler:
prayerbox@stgeorges.mb.ca. For those without email access or who prefer to not use email
for this purpose, please contact our Incumbent Priest, Rev. Fr. Sherpard Gwende at (204)
390-8522.
Pakistan Flooding - the need is great, and donations can be made directly on the Primate’s
World Relief and Development Fund website:
https://pwrdf.org/pwrdf-supporting-food-assistance-in-flood-ravaged-pakistan/
or through St. George’s, marked “PWRDF flooding”.
Knitters! The basket of mitten yarn is overflowing, and we need mittens for the inner city
school children. Many thanks to Helen Luke for her generous donation of yarn.
West Broadway Program - There will be a major food blitz for West Broadway on
Thanksgiving weekend - Sunday October 9. St. George’s is a strong West Broadway
supporter and provides many groceries for the emergency food operation. This
Thanksgiving we are encouraging everyone to make an extra-large contribution so we can
take a least a large trunk load (maybe 2 trunk loads) of food to West Broadway. This is an
important ministry - especially on a weekend when we will likely all be feasting rather well!
This photo is Irene Nangendo, our scholarship student. She is still working at the Muslim
school. We certainly changed her life!
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FALL WELCOME BBQ
Many thanks to all those who helped set up, cook, serve, and clean up at our Fall Welcome
BBQ on Sunday September 18. Thanks also to those who attended for making this
fellowship event a success!
Watch for news about our next fellowship event!
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TREATY 1 LAND
We acknowledge that we meet and work on Treaty 1 Lands, the traditional lands of the
Anishinaabe, Cree, and Dakota peoples and the homeland of the Métis Nation. We are
grateful for their stewardship of these lands and their hospitality which allows us to live,
work and serve God the Creator here.

